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Message From Associate Professor Dr.Shaiwatna Kuptakul

ICT for All Symposium 2012 on “ICT and Buddhism”
November 2%, 2555 B.E., 12:30-17:30 hrs.

at Panyapiwat Thecnological Collage, Nonthaburi province, Kingdom of Thailand
Organized by The Information and Communication Technology for All Club (ICT for All Club)
in Cooperation with the Assembly of Buddhist Organizations of Thailand Association,
the Thai Consumers Development Association, the Association for Constitutional Democracy, the Thai
Coundil of Civic Pdlitical Development, and the Science Technology and Innovation Association of Thailand (STIA)

The yearis now 2555 B.E. and Buddhism hadnbborn in India since 2,600 years agd wit
the enlightenment of the Buddha . Buddhismswhe major religion of India during theign of
the Indian Emperor Ashoka the Great (3082 R.C.). But, after the reign of Ashollee Great,
Budddhism in India had been on the declindoday , the first three most religious plagion
sectors in India are: hindu (81% ), muglitB% ) and christian (2% ) ; no buddhistvere at the
2% population of India. Why Buddhism istnone of the major religions in the birtlteuntry
India ? Is it because Buddha refused theg ldraditional Indian caste section ? Nowhy
Buddhism has become the major religion imailEimd with about 95% of the Thai populatibring
Buddhists. Is it because, in Thailand ,réhes no caste division .

Information and Communication Technology , ICT has become global information
superhighway linking people world —over , nreoregarding any caste — system, publiclypersonally
Anybody , on the information superhighwagan have access to almost any typenfifrhation
very quickly including the true essence dfidBhism. Hence, more and more peopleoadir the
world , can have access, ponder, study Bigdd deeply and critically . And they widertainly
find that Buddhism is a religion based fiyndn truth . Especcially, the truth ofelifivhich can be
proved and practiced bringing real calm,ceeand true happiness .

However , just as any technology , Informati@amd communication technology , can be
employed for goodness or evil. Adding @bility to easily reaching the weak or tHark side of
human consciousness , the technology has heqoowerful tool of the criminals . Espegiall the
criminals who are very brilliant but no regaof morality who have been and are corngt
serious crimes causing such devastating harrhumanity as never has happened before .

But, it is not yet too late! And by ting the Information and Communication Teclugyl
firmly with the true essence of Buddhismymtanity can be saved . Saved from what @mFthe “
black hole * of human “dark and blind side
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Associate Professor Dr. Shaiwatna Kupratakuln
Scientist; Outstanding Science Communicator of the year 1995,
(ex) Chairman, Physical Science and Mathematical Branch, the Office
of the National Research Council of Thailand;
special lecturer, Mahachulal ongkor nrajavidyalaya University
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